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Our Inspiration. Our Founders.
2018 has been a fruitful year for The Cries of a Child.  We thank you for 
your partnership.  As we approach our 10th anniversary, we still marvel at 
what we have been able to accomplish together.  We have surely seen 
God’s faithfulness, guidance, and provision over these years and how He is 
transforming lives across the entire region.

The Village of Jeremiah continues to prosper and grow, with our two 
family homes, healthcare clinic, and social program making a measurable 
impact on the broader Bukeye community.  The children continue to grow 
in their identity and character and our two eldest are pursuing career 
training in Bujumbura.  We began construction of the Transition Home, so 
our grown sons and daughters will always have a place to come home to.  

Cornerstone Clinic treated thousands of patients, including 190 babies 
who were born healthy and safe in our care and 1,900 under-5’s who 
received free medical care through our new Amagara Meza program.  Our 
Social Program provided emergency assistance to over 400 of our most 
vulnerable neighbors, including supplying formula and milk to 24 babies 
in need.  

We continue to strive to fulfill our mission of bringing a hope and a future, 
one person, one family, one village at a time. For all who have believed, for 
all who have prayed and provided, we thank you.  Together, we are 
making a difference.  

All for the glory of God, 
-Isai Torres

Jeremiah 29:11
“For I know the plans I have for 

you, says the Lord, plans to 
prosper you and not to harm 

you, plans to give you hope and 
a future.”



Our Mission
To holistically restore and empower poverty-stricken 

communities through the love of God.







A Place Where They Belong...
When a child comes to our doorstep, they enter our family homes 
forever.  Each child becomes a permanent part of our lives and our family.  
Our love and guidance help each child find his or her identity in the Father as 
a child of God. 

“God sets the lonely in families; he leads out the prisoners with singing.” PSALM 68:6 (NIV)



Our Children, Their Future...
God has blessed us with twenty children (ten girls and ten boys) between the 
ages of 3-21 who are thriving in our midst. They are learning about God’s love 
and His purpose for them all while sharing their hearts with us and each 
other.  Our two eldest children have graduated high school and are pursuing 
higher education and career training in Bujumbura. 





Building for Their Foundation…
Family is forever, regardless of age.  In the near future, construction of our 
transition home will be complete and ready to provide a stable environment for 
our children transitioning into adulthood—A place for them to build their future 
and belong forever.

“So that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.  Any I pray that you, being rooted 
and established in love” --EPHESIANS 3:17 (NIV)



Saving Lives.  Every Day in Every Way…
Cornerstone Clinic is a gateway to truly transforming lives and offering 
a hopeful future to entire villages. We provide primary care, including 
emergency services, with a focus on child survival and maternity care. 
Our clinic is open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Hosting eighteen beds 
in our hospital facility and managing an ambulance service for patient 
transfers, we are able to help save lives every day and in every way 
possible.



God’s Work.  Their Hands.
Our Clinic is staffed with two doctors, eleven nurses, and twelve support 
staff—all of whom are from the area and are deeply committed to serving the 
broader Burundi community.   Our staff treats more than 1,300 patients and 
welcomes approximately 25 babies per month. 



Amagara Meza Program
This program, which translates to “good health for mothers and children,” 
offers free care for expectant mothers and children (under age five) from the 
rural mountain regions of Gahaga and Gaharo.  It aligns with our focus on 
child survival, enabling children to thrive with regular well-checks and 
follow-up visits. The need for this program is immense and growing. 
In 2018, 1,900 children and 320 mothers were registered to receive our care.



Begin With Hope...
Our Maternity Wing will provide comprehensive pre- and post-natal care, 
including space for natural births, a surgical facility for Cesarean births, and 
neonatal services for premature babies. We have successfully secured 50% of 
the funding required for construction, which is set to begin in 2019, and all of 
the necessary supplies and equipment for operations.



Gathering Our Strength…
Our Community Meeting Room is a lively place full of learning, teaching and 
sharing. This multi-use space supports student tutoring, staff and medical 
training, biblical training, and community education. We are committed to 
restoring and empowering our surrounding community of Bukeye through 
education and fellowship.

“For where two or three gather in my name, there I am with them” 
MATTHEW 18:20 (NIV)



We live here. We give here.
Created to address our neighbors’ desperate 
needs, our Social Program helps us to better 
understand the community’s hardship.  We sit 
and listen.  We pray and encourage. 
And after a thorough investigation, we offer 
assistance such as food donations, school 
sponsorship, medical support, infant 
formula/milk, and counseling services. In 2018, 
407 neighbors were touched by our helping 
hands.



Their Future Begins with Us...
In a world where maternal mortality is 1 in 125 women, and where 
malnutrition and disease often prevent those mothers who survive childbirth 
from being able to nurse their babies, our Formula Milk Program is saving our 
community’s most vulnerable members.  To date, we have supported the 
nutritional needs of 24 babies and toddlers.



Chrissie’s Story...
Through our Social Program, we met Chrissie, a mother who lost two children 
to malnutrition and disease and is struggling to provide for her remaining 
children.  We have provided spiritual and nutritional support and have 
witnessed the healing power of God’s love. 





We have been privileged to gain the support 
and long-term commitment of Robert 
Vanman, the founder and CEO of WatchGuard 
Video, and his wife Elizabeth. Their support 
has been critical in our day to day operations 
and allowed us to look to the future and all 
the Lord has in store. 

We are especially grateful for their family and 
friendship, shared vision and their passion to 
give back and see a brighter tomorrow for the 
nation of Burundi and its people. 

“Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, 
just in fact as you are doing.”  -- 1 THESSALONIANS 5:11 (NIV)

Donor Spotlight: Elizabeth and Robert Vanman



Our Team in Burundi
In addition to our founders, Isai and Samantha Torres, who live in-country and 
lead Burundi operations alongside in-country director, Audrey Biziyaremye, we 
have 52 dedicated local staff members and 6 global volunteers who support 
our Family Homes, Clinic, and Social Programs.



Our Team in the United States and in Burundi

Carl Thoenen
VP US Operations

Kelly Thoenen 
Financial  Operations

Tony Difranco
Director of Communications

Dr. Tom Byrd
Clinical Consultant

Sue Tullar Byrd
Donor Relations

Monica Riederer
Board Member

Audrey Biziyaremye
In-Country Director



As we enter into 2019, we remain steadfast in our 
mission of being  instruments of God’s love and 

bringing faith and hope to our neighbors in need.  

Our faith is strong.  Our hearts are open.  
Join us as we continue our journey.

2019 Priorities
Complete construction of transition home for children

Receive two shipping containers
Build Business office at Village of Jeremiah 

Complete Maternity wing for women and open in 2020



“You turned my wailing into dancing, 
you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy” 

PSALM 30:11 (NIV)

Murakoze!


